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‘WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?’

Can you help me uncover my grandmother's 
wartime story?

Q.  My mother, Elizabeth Lis was taken as a 
new-born baby to a babies' home in Hope Cove, 
Devon by her Polish mother Helena, who promised 
to return for her after the war but never did..  It 
would be amazing to �nd living relatives and also 
my grandmother's story.
Jennie Milne  2014

A. Searching the Jewish records from Stryj, I found 
the birth records of Róza and Malie, two daughters 
of Pinkas Rothenberg, director of a sawmill, and 
Feiga Dwora Probst. The younger daughter Malie 
was born on 8 May 1902 - the same birthday as 
your grandmother.....
Helena was fully jewish, there is no doubt. 
- Michael Tobias

Former Vice President, Programming at JewishGen.  Co founder and Board Member of 
Jewish Records Indexing - Poland. Jewish expert (Q&A) WDYTYA magazine. "Those from among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; You will raise 

up the age-old foundations; And you will be called the repairer of 
the breach, The restorer of the streets in which to dwell.”  Isaiah 58:12

Elizabeth Lis with her daughters in 1967. I am 2 years old, and already looking back..
Photo cred Derek Workman 1967

My abiding childhood memory is of feeling a total 
outsider wherever I was, I knew I was Polish.... I simply 
felt I didn't belong anywhere....- Elizabeth Lis 

 “I guess it started on May 29, I 929, when I was born to 
Count Zygmund Russocki and Countess Irena 
Russocka…
I also spent time with my aunt Helena and her husband.  
She was my mother's sister, her husband a Senator. 

September 1, 1939 is the begining that changed the rest 
of my life. I forget the time, but it was during the day that 
German planes started bombing Warsaw. To a 
ten-year-old  boy it seemed it went on for days... 

DEVELOPING 
THE NEGATIVE

“I was called up from the Army reserve on 24.08.1939 at 5am to come 
and join the Horse Artillery in Warsaw.

On the 26.08.1939 I moved with the whole Battalian to go to Warsaw 
in the direction of Radzymin to Kijewice town where I arrived on 30th 
August 1939. 

That was where the war met me....”   - Stanislaw Lis

...when the war ended all the other 
children were returned to their 
parents, but I was left behind like a 
left luggage parcel.... - Elizabeth Lis

..I know she (Helena) had a sister whose son was taken captive by the 
Gestapo aged 14. He was kicked and beaten so badly he almost died, but 
managed to escape and went to America. - Elizabeth Lis

Looking back nearly 70 years later I can see how that helped to shape me as a person, not that it helps, but just sheds some light in what turned out to be some very dark places.  Mum x

“I matched Alan in DNA. When we connected I discovered his 
Aunt Ada mentioned my Great Grandfather, Pinkas 
Rothenberg, in a letter she had written his wife.  We met in 
London in 2018, and so, my mothers family scattered and 
broken by the Holocaust were �nally reunited.” - Jennie Milne
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Handwritten notes by Elizabeth Lis (E.M.L.) after tracing her parents in 1964.
Sadly contact was lost in 1966.
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